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782 notes. 

Structure of Podura Scales. — Dr. J. W. S. Arnold lias suc- 
ceeded in throwing off, by means of the electric induction spark, 
some of the " spines " of the familiar test scale of " Podura." 
Preparatory to this experiment the scales are rendered brittle by 
drying in an oven. The detached spines are easily beaded by uni- 
lateral light. 

Dry Eot. — Thomas Taylor, of "Washington, D. C, found 
microscopic fungi upon the leaves of a book which was gradually 
perishing- by dry rot. After treatment by a strong solution of 
carbolic acid, no further injury occurred. 

NOTES. 

Captain Scammon announces the speedy publication by sub- 
scription of a new work on the "Cetaceans and other Marine 
Animals of California." The plates are to be full and finely 
executed. Professor Agassiz commends it as follows. 

San Francisco, October 1, 1872. 

My Dear Sir : I have been delighted to look over the engrav- 
ings of the cetaceans and other marine mammals of the West 
Coast of North America, to illustrate your work upon their natu- 
ral history, because it is the first time I have seen the whale 
properly exhibited on paper. 

Your practical knowledge of these animals, and the faithfulness ' 
of detail and excellence of the representations, will make the work 
standard ; and it will give me the greatest pleasure to do every- 
thing in my power to obtain subscribers for you in the Atlantic 
States and in Europe. 

With the deepest interest in your labors, believe me 

Very sincerely yours, L. Agassiz. 

To Capt. C. M. Scammon, U. S. Revenue Marine, San Fran- 
cisco, California. 

We are able to announce that the work will be published by the 
Naturalists' Agency, and that we are ready to receive subscriptions 
at this office and shall soon be able to give further information. 

We have to record the death, after a short illness, of Andreas S. 
Oersted, Professor of Botany in the University of Copenhagen, 
which occurred on September 3d. He was born on June 21st, 
1816, and his earlier studies were directed to zoology ; in 1841 he 
obtained the gold medal of the university for a thesis on the Danish 
Annelids. During the years 1846-48, Oersted travelled in Costa 
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Rica, and the botanical results of his expedition have appeared in 
numerous papers in the Transactions of the Copenhagen Natural 
History Society, and in a series of memoirs on different natural 
orders, in conjunction with Bentham, Berg, Griesbach, and Plan- 
chon. In 1863 was commenced "L'Amerique Centrale" which 
contains descriptions and figures of new tropical American plants. 
Oersted's researches in fungi were important, especially his dem- 
onstration that Roestelia is but a dimorphic condition of Podisoma, 
and his investigations into the organs of reproduction in Agaricus. 
•He was appointed Professor in 1860. — Journal of Botany. 

A bake opportunity is offered for those who want a collection 
of Californian Coleoptera, and insects of other orders. Mr. G. R. 
Crotch, late assistant librarian at Cambridge University, England, 
proposes to spend about a year on the Californian coast, going as 
far south as Guaymas, and then up to Vancouver Island. Mr. 
Crotch will make a specialty of Coleoptera, Which will be named 
by Dr. Leconte, and made up into sets at ten dollars per one 
hundred species, two specimens being given whenever practicable. 
He is willing to collect other orders if wanted. 

"We take pleasure in drawing attention to the Essex Institute 
course of eight lectures entitled "Eight evenings with the Micro- 
scope," now in course of delivery in Salem, by Rev. E. C. Bolles. 
The subjects are "With the Microscope Maker," "In the Labora- 
tory," "In the Garden," "In the Forest," By the Pondside and 
Seaside," "Among the Insects," "With the Zoologist," "With the 
Polariscope and Spectroscope." These subjects are most clearly, 
pleasantly and ably handled by the lecturer. The illustrations 
enlarged by' the microscope and thrown upon a screen twenty-five 
feet in diameter, by aid of two powerful calcium lanterns, are 
simply splendid, and we doubt if more finely illustrated lectures 
for a popular audience have ever before been presented in this or 
any other country. 

A new society has been organized in Sacramento, California, 
under the name of the "Agassiz Institute," with the following 
officers : — Dr. T. M. Logan, President ; F. E. Potter, Recording 
Secretary ; Rev. J. H. C. Bonte, Corresponding Secretary. We 
are informed that the new society has been formed on the model 
of the Essex Institute of Salem, and that it owes its birth in great 
part to the recent visit of Prof. Agassiz, after whom it is named. 



